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thing in this shipwreck is that, inasmuch as they
have all died in heresy, these are so many souls that
are damned. Monsieur the Governor sent barks and
troops to collect the cannon and other effects that
could be saved from the wrecks.

Many articles have been found on the beach, which
were on board the ships, and were cast up from the
water by the storm, such as: large and small chests,
boxes, and puncheons of wine and brandy. They
also found on the shore oxen, horses, pigs, dogs,
and sheep,—some dead and some alive which swam
to land,—many fowl, and other supplies that serve
as provisions for a fleet. Almost at the same time,
the army which was coming from above by land was
scattered, in consequence of dissensions that arose
in its ranks, and through the desertion of the sav-
ages, and even of the soldiers—most of whom were,
in fact, but militia troops, who were marching
against us solely through compulsion. Is it possible
to find a more visible and miraculous protection on
the part of divine providence, of the Blessed Virgin,
and of the holy Angels, on behalf of this poor
Colony? For while the Governor, the officers and
soldiers, the French settlers, and the savages were
making everything ready to give the enemy a warm
reception, the communities of ecclesiastics and nuns
Said public prayers in their churches, and practiced
special and secret penances and mortifications to
obtain the aid of heaven — which, in fact, was given
in the manner I have just described.

All are so thoroughly convinced that it is an effect
of heaven’s intervention, and that the defeat of our
enemies is an extraordinary and miraculous mani-
festation of divine providence in our behalf, that, as



